Prayer to the Holy Spirit

COME, Holy Spirit
Replace the tension within us with a holy relaxation.

Replace the turbulence with a sacred calm.

Replace the anxiety within us with a quiet confidence.

Replace the fear within us with a strong faith.

Replace the bitterness in us with the sweetness of grace.

Replace the darkness within us with a gentle light. 

Replace the coldness within us with a loving warmth.

Replace the night in us with Your day.

Replace the winter in us with Your spring.

Straighten our crookedness.

Fill our emptiness.

Dull the edge of our pride.

Sharpen the edge of our humility.

Light the fires of our love.

Quench the flames of our lust.

Let us see ourselves as YOU see us.

That we may see You as You have promised us,

And be healed according to Your word.

COME HOLY GHOST

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest

And in our hearts take up Thy rest. 

Come with thy grace and heavenly aid,

To fill the hearts which Thou has made.

To fill the hearts which Thou has made.

THE DISCERNMENT AND COMMISSIONING OF PARTICULAR TEAM MINISTRIES

This is a prayerful process which demands Faith, Trust, and Honesty in the Holy Spirit, in yourself, and in each other. 

All Sing “Come, Holy Ghost.”

Privately and silently read the following scripture. Listen to the Lord speak to you personally. He is calling you to a specific ministry of love for the next Renewal Weekend in your parish. Will you accept?

“. . . Offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to His service and pleasing to Him . . . let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of God – what is good, and is pleasing to Him. . . And because of God’s gracious gift. . . I say to all of you: Do not think more highly of yourselves than you should. Instead, be modest in your thinking, and each one of you judge yourself according to the amount of faith that God has given you. We have many parts in the one body, and all these parts have different functions. In the same way, though we are many, we are one body in union with Christ and we are all joined to each other as different parts of one body. So we are to use our different gifts in accordance with the grace that God has given us. If our gift is to speak God’s message, we must do it according to the faith that we have. If it is to serve, we must serve. If it is to teach, we must teach. If it is to encourage others, we must do so. Whoever shares with others what he has, must do it generously; whoever has authority, must work hard; whoever shows kindness to others, must do it cheerfully.  Love must be completely sincere. . . Love one another warmly as brothers and sisters in Christ. . . Work hard. . . Serve the Lord with a heart full of devotion. . . Pray at all times.”

According to the stirring of the Lord within you, answer the questions on the next page.
FOR YOUR PRAYERFUL REFLECTION AND RESPONSE
1. How do you feel about the allowing the Lord to transform you, to direct your life, and to specifically speak His desires to your heart?













2. Of what gift or grace have you become aware, even just recently, which could be used for the good of the whole team and the participants at the next Renewal Weekend?













3. What one particular team ministry do you feel called by the Lord to perform and want to ask your team to commission you for? Be honest. Have courage. Trust the Lord. Be specific. Name only one ministry. If the call is to witness, which one? (See inside synopsis of team ministries.)








In sharing your response with your team members, BE HONEST. Read EXACTLY what you have written. TRUST the Lord. 

“CHRIST RENEWS HIS PARISH”
SYNOPSIS OF TEAM MINSTRIES

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR(S)** - a priest of the parish whose ministry it is to be pastorally responsible for providing spiritual leadership, counseling, and liturgical or paraliturgical services for the team during its formation; for being present to all during the Renewal Weekend; and for being of assistance to the renewal community formed as a result of the weekend. This ministry is chosen in advance. (**Deacons, vowed religious and lay persons man serve as spiritual director. Although Co-Spiritual Directors are, also, previously selected; occasionally they are called and discerned.)

LAY DIRECTOR – the person discerned and supported by the team whose ministry it to provide spiritual inspiration and leadership for the team during its formation. Together with the Spiritual Director, the Lay Director coordinates the various activities and preparation of individual team members into a single instrument in the hands of the Holy Spirit. He/she is the prayer leader and directs the weekend itself, giving the final witness on Discipleship. 
WITNESSERS (6) – those who give “witness” to their own experience of Renewal, Spirituality, Christian Community, Christian Awareness, Scripture, Father’s Loving Care for Us. They also assist Table Leaders in ministering to the participants at their assigned tables. 

TABLE LEADERS (6) – those assigned to specific tables to lead and facilitate prayer and sharings, to enlist the involvement of all at their table, to participate in all activities, to be listeners and servants, and to assist in every way possible those making the weekend. 

SACRISTAN – the person who prepares the chapel and other areas needed for prayer and scripture services and the celebration of Reconciliation and Eucharist during both the formation and the weekend.

Liturgist – the person who plans the liturgies and paraliturgical services for the weekend. Provides music and song (by record, instrument, etc.) for the joyful celebration of scripture, Reconciliation, and Eucharist. 

WEEKEND FACILITATOR – the person responsible for working with the Spiritual and Lay Director in providing and facilitating the flow of all supplies, team personnel, and participants to the right pace at the right time both prior to and during the weekend.  

ASSISTANTS TO FACILITATOR (2) – those who work with the Weekend Facilitator in carrying out the responsibilities described; to make the atmosphere on the Renewal Weekend Christ-like; home-like. 
When the number of team members exceeds 19, the ministries below are discerned along with the preceding. The team should be aware of which ministries are being discerned for the Renewal Weekend. 
If the number of team members is 19 or less, the following ministries are taken as supplementary responsibilities by those already discerned. 

INVITATION COORDINATOR – (and one or more Assistants) Coordinates the total parish and team efforts in contacting and inviting parishioners to attend the Renewal Weekend. 

HELP COORDINATOR – (and one or more Assistants) Plans and coordinates the team effort in soliciting and gathering general and personal HELP and prayer support for those making the weekend. 

PHYSICAL ARRANGEMENTS COORDINATOR – (and Assistant) Responsible for the set-up of the facilities before the Renewal Weekend and for the clean-up after the weekend. 

KITCHEN COORDINATOR – (and Assistant) Arranges for a committee to plan, prepare, and serve meals on the Renewal Weekend. Acts as the liaison between the team and this committee. 

OTHER MINISTRIES – if the size of the team allows for other ministries, the following may also be discerned:

DINING ROOM COORDINATOR – (and Assistant)
ENTERTAINMENT CHAIR
BURSAR
BOOK MINISTER
TEAM ARTIST
TEAM MUSICIAN(s)

(All ministries are fully described in Handbook, Part IV – Particular Ministry Instructions)

When the number of team members exceeds 19, the ministries below are discerned along with the preceding. The team should be aware of which ministries are being discerned for the Renewal Weekend. �If the number of team members is 19 or less, the following ministries are taken as supplementary responsibilities by those already discerned. 








